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SCI'VICCS

“Ive had a belly-full of the French
comng over here and telling us how shat
our food 1s. We have cheese on toast, they
have croque-monsieur. They just have

posher names™

Gordon Ramsay quoted in The Sunday Times

ROCCO FORTE COLLECTION

RF Hotels has now rebranded as Rocco Forte
Callection and is forging ahead with i
programme of naw launches. The group has
just re-opened Le Richemond in Geneva,
(having refurbished the 130-year-ald property
under the guidance of Olga Polizzi) and The
Chares in Munich. Rocco Forte Collection is
also working on a Prague hotal, due to apen
in 2008 and a Marrakech location for 2009,
Rocco Forte is also said to be seeking a
suitable Manhattan property for the group’s
first US hotel

LE ROYAL MONCEAU

Le Royal Monceau hotel on avenue Hoche in
Paris is to be refurbished and rebranded
under a new management contract with
Raffles, and will reapen in winter 2008, The
refurbishment, to be overseen by Fhilippe
Starck, is 1o start in April and aims 1o achieve
what the owners describe as "a 21st-century
French masterpiece”. On completion Le Royal
Manceau will have 152 rooms, five restaurants
and bars and a landscaped garden. Mew
additions include a solar energy-heated
swimming pool and water recycling
technology. There will also be an in-house
Fashion Advisor and Personal Shopper, Le
Royal Monceau is jointly owned by Franch
entrepreneur Alesandre Allard and Barwa Real
Extate, a Catari development company.
Cresigner Philippe Starck said, “ It will
rapresent all that is good about modem
French design: luxurious, balanced and a little
bit sexy,”

GORDON RAMSAY

Having taken an Mew York and Tokyo, Gordon
Ramsay s now axtending his empira to
France. The chel s 1o open a restaurant just
outside Paris which will celebrate the joys of
British produce and cuising. Due to open in
spring 2008 the restaurant will be located at
the Trianan Palace Hotel clase to the Palace
of Versalles. Signature dishes will include
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Aberdean Angus beef, Balmaral venisan,
Cornish sea bass and Irish shellfish. The
concept has not been warmly embraced by
Franch restaurateurs.

Gordan Ramsay has also just opened a
gastropub in Chiswick and his first [rish
restaurant at the Ritz-Carlton in Powerscourt,
Tho Devonshine on Devonshire Road 15
Ramsay's second gastrapub following The
Marrow in Limehouse which opened in March
2007 This manth sees the launch of a Prague
restaurant named Maze at the Hilton Pragua
Cld Town which will be overssen by Philip
Carmichael who praviously worked at
Ramsay’s Maze restaurant in London. Gordon
Ramsay has also said that he plans to open
further restaurants in Los Angeles, Amsterdam
and Singapore.

GHM

Adrian Zecha’s GHM Resorts s to open three
new properties, 1o be lacated in Cancun,
Turks & Caicos and Philadelphia. The first to
apen will be the resort at Punta Nizuc on the
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Mayan Riviera which is due for completion in
2009. The $450m project will be bullt around
ther former Mexican Presidential retreat and
will have 163 villas, &1 hatel raoms and suites
and three restaurants. There will also be a
2,000 5o ft Espa spa offering mayan-inspired
and ayurvedic treatments. The retreat will ba
designed by Jean Michel Garthy, the architect
behind The Setal, The Chedi, Milan and Cne
& Only Maldives, working with interior
desigrer Aya lbrabim,

Later in 2007 GHM Turks & Caicos opans
on Morth West Point, with 80 rooms and
suites and 133 bodroams and apantments,
The 145-room Philadelphia property will
apen in 2010 with a L'atelier de Joel
Robuchon restaurant.

MNEVAI

Mevai is 8 new boutigue hotel due to open in
Viarbier in Docember, 1o coincide with Vorkior
Fashion Weakend. Set up by lacal hospitality
group Kings Verbier, Nevai — which means
‘snow’ in the local Swiss-French dialect - has
35 rooms and suites and will offer an
alternative 1o the chalets which dominate the
accommodation available at the resart. The
Elemis spa has a Turkish hammam, dipping
pool and sauna and a terrace whore dinks ae
served. Thare will alsa be a notable aprés-gki
offering, with a 75-cover destination
restaurant and bar with autcdoor seating on
haated balconies overlooking the Swiss Alps
and a four metre-long fireplace. A new version
of the resarts Farm Club is also to open on
the premises.

HIBISCUS

Having started life deep in the countryside in
Ludlow, Shropshire, double Michelin-starred
restaurant Hibiscus is now maving te London.
Located on Maddox Street, the restaurant is
co-owned by husband-and-wife team Claude
and Claire Bosi, whe founded it in its original
incarnation in 2000, Chef Claude Bos:

Aficionados of Amy Sacco’s Bungalow 8 in New York can now apply for
membership of the London edition of the nightclub, This hotspot has recently
been opened ar 5t Martin’s Lane hotel in partnership with the Morgans Hotel
Grroup Director of Bars and Nightlife Ben Pundole, who has collaborated with
Sacco sinee 2000, Contrary to the name, London’s Bungalow 8 has a split-level
interion; but it comes with all the cocktail-making expertise that is associated
with the name, The space has been designed by India Mahdavi,

In training

Lomdon statons and luxury are generally not synonymons, but St Paneras is
raising the bar in its new incarnation as London's Enrostar rerminal, Following
an extensive renovation under London and Continent:d Railways, the smiion
has now been restored 1o s former plory and will also have the longest
champagne bar in Europe, a daily formers” macket and a nine-metre: seulpture
of an embracing couple by Paul Day. Improving on standard British staton
fare, there will be a gastropub run by Gerondme Inns and a brasserie for more
formal dining, St Pancras station was odiginally built in 1868 and had the
brgest single span roofl structure of ity Gme,



originally trained under Alain Ducassa, Alain

Passard and Jean Paul Lacombe and 5 known

for his experimental appraach, The restaurant
_abso has a 700-bin wine list.

MODMLIGHT HEAD LODGE

Thie group behind Australian wilderness
retreat Moanlight Head Lodge has just
opened its second property at Maanlight
Head, situated at the mid-point of the Great
Ccean Road in the Victoria pravince. The
original Moonlight Head property was opaned
in 2006 by Mew Zealand hotelior Mark
Banning-Taylor (sea LB Dec 2005) and there
are now plans for a total of five lodges in the
area and a 30-room boutique hotel due to
open in 2009, Each property will be designed
by Pritzker Prizewinning architect Glenn
Murcutt and includes furmishings by B&A
Italia, Philippe Starck, Cassina and Peltrana
Frau, with beds pravided by Savoir, The
lodges are available for private hire and come
with a private chel, concierge and full
complement of stalf, Moonlight Head Private
Lodges are founding members of Healing
Haotals of the World.

JUMEIRAH

Dubai-based hnﬂpirﬂﬁt:'l (8 [[=1TT8] Jumeirah is to
launch its first European resart and spa, a new
dovelopment in Port Soller, Mallorca, The
company Is 1o manage the development,
which is currently being built by Deka
Immaksilien and Westlnvest InterSelect. The
resor is scheduled to open in 2010 with 120
rooms, each with private terrace or baleony,
two swimming pools, a 20,000 sq ft spa and
extinsive conference and bangueting
facilities. Jumeirah has said that, through Port
Soller, it plans to recefine the standard of
lumury resorts in the Spanish region, Jumeirah
is alse working on ather projects with a view
to opening 57 hotels by 2011, Locations of
properties under construction include Cubai,
Abu Dhabi, Agaba, Daha, Phuket, Shanghai,
Bermuda and London (see October LE),

KEMPINSKI

Located on the Dead Sea in Jordan,
Kampingki Ishtar is now close to complieting
its final phase. Having opened its first saction
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Luxury Indicator
Designer children’s wear

From 20060 ta 2006, the 1S children’s wear market gree af a compound il mowih rate
af 7.06%, Wuth children’s wear sales expecled o grow al a projected 6-7% per year ur the to
100 glohal markets, to $1531.56n by 2002, the fuxury segment of the category &5 expected to
take @ disproportionate share of this expanding sector. Riding on the coat-tails of the global
Invury boom, the upscale childven’s wear category & experiencing groccth that s heang driven by
i flouirishing world economy and inereased consimer prrchasing power as @ teult of parents
frercing hiledren b o fater ape. In addition, hecwry childeen’s soear has witnessed feightesed
fopularity in today's celebrity-centric wedia, Not owly di celebrity-obsessed constemers desine the
seome fooks qxx their favourite stars, bt they also want fo diess ther childven in siwilar brovds
and styles as the celebrities’ offipring,

In the modern world of loxury, Christion Dior is often recopnised as the first major
designer to have lunched an upseale childven’s wear fne, Davloped i 1967, Baby Dior
nelied heaualy on the brand cachet of the desggner’s famed ready-to-wenr fine and sold children’s
wear i matfiers wlo, Memseloes, were dovad o the brand, Follwoig the suecesy of Baby Dror,
swwaller niche stures begam lo emerge, including the wnoimed Parsan company Bowpeint in
1975, Rather than vely on the wame of a prestigions desigmer, Bonpomi focused on well-crafted
and inivicately detailed products to differentiate themselves from others, St then, most mgjor

eltiledran’s category confinues fo growe.

supplicd by Telsey Advisory Group

in 2006, the 318-raom resort has multiple
pocls and lagoons throughout the grounds,
teur restaurants, three bars and the longest
private beach on the shores of tha Dead Sea,
A number of ancient olive trees have been re-
planted in the surrcunding gardens. Early noxt
year it will open the Anantara Spa, the largest
spa in the Middle East at over 100,000 sg f,
A second Kempinski property is ta apen in
Jaschan in spring 2008 in Agaba. Jordan has
opened up considerably as a destination since
it signed a peace treaty with lsrael in 1994
and the govermment has now made land on
the East Bank of the Dead Sea, previously
occupied by troops, avallable for hotel
development

Kempinski is also working on a naw
property in Bruges in the former Dukes
Palace, located an the UNESCO hentage site,
which is due to open in 2008.

TITILAKA INKATERRA PUNO

This month Inkaterra is to open an 18-room
boutique hatel and exploration lodge on the
shores of Lake Titicaca in Paru. Reams will
have panoramic windows and wrap-around
terraces offering views over the lake and the

designers, meluding Burberry, Dolee & Gabbana, Donna Kavan, Hermas,
Giorgio Armani, Gueei, Lowis Vuitton, Prada, Ralph Lauren, Roberto
Cavalli and Versace have created children’s 1wear lines i the hape that brend-loval parents
well purchase thew favonte labels fior thetr chiildren. Even contemporary designers have entervd
the ufiscale children’s wear landscape, ncliding 5.1 Phillip Lim. Diesel. Earnest
Sewn, Moschine and Tocca. Capitalising an the popudarity of this burgearng markes,
Harrods launched a 2,000 sq ft intermational desymer chilbidren’s brands section in May.

e Tecend yers, the “frizeding uft’ plenamenan i childnn’s wear has woved bevonel epifrarel
tle new calegertes, tclieding laxary skineae, fragramees and strolleee, Campanies sich as
Bobbi Brown, Bulgari and Kiehl's have latnched childven’s skincare and fragrance
freodluets, while Bugaboo and Stokke have introduced erganomically-designed strollers priced
at SH40 aned STHY wespeetively. Gioen the stremgth of the adull accessories market. the latest
piist-feiee Dovtery dtemny may extend to baby javelry and giils handbags a5 the figh-end

Andes. The properly is the first of its kind In
the area. Inkaterra is a 30-year-ald eco
adventure company which runs a number of
properties and works on sustamable tourism
towrs and Initiatives, investing profits into
research, conservation, educational and social
development programmos, It also has lodges
on the Madre de Dios River and in the Sacred
Valley of the Incas.

THE PARK HOTELS

The Park Hotels is a hospitality group credited
with introducing the bautique hatel concept
10 India. It currently has six properties in majar
centres and has now announced plans for two
new properties which will open in Kachi
[{Cachin) and Hyderabad. The Park Hyderabad
will apen in early 2009. The 25-room Kochi
hotel will open by the end of 2009. The Park
Hatels is also to launch a boutique cruise ship
with gight cabing. Owned by the Apeejay
Surrenda Group, a family company, The Park
Hatels openad is first propeny in 19467 in
Kolkata (Calcutta). Since then It has
developed w include its own spa brand,
named Aura, and a number of the properties
are now members of Design Hotals.
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